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Orchid at Longwood Gardens - Titus 2:7-8 - Photo by Whitney V. Myers

"In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in
doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the
opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us."
(Titus 2:7-8)
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Consider. Why is it important that we as Christians exemplify sound
speech? What is the effect on hearers when our speech is "unsound"? How
does sound (or unsound) speech (and what we say on social media) affect
our witness for Christ?
Today's lesson is the first in a series on "Biblical Principles of Sound
Speech." Today's lesson focuses on Paul's instructions to Titus in Titus 2:78.
Who was Titus? Titus was one of the Apostle Paul’s converts to the
Christian faith. Paul refers to Titus as "my true child in a common faith"
(Titus 1:4). However, Titus was not a new convert. Titus had accompanied
Paul to the Council at Jerusalem described in Galatians 2:1. When Paul
wrote to the church at Corinth, he said, "As for Titus, he is my partner and
fellow worker among you" (2 Corinthians 8:23). Titus was a godly,
Christian teacher (Titus 2:1-8). Paul also commissioned Titus to appoint
elders in each city in Crete (Titus 1:5).
"Considering the assignments given him, he [Titus] obviously was a capable
and resourceful leader" (Ref. 1).
"Show yourself to be an example of good deeds" (Titus 2:7). Let's
unpack the Greek word definitions to better understand what Paul is
saying. The Greek for the word, example, is tupos. Tupos means a proper
pattern or model for others to follow (Ref. 2). The Greek word for good is
kalos. The short definition of kalos is beautiful (Strong's Concordance, Ref.
3). Helps WORD-Studies defines kalos as attractively good; good that
inspires (motivates) others to embrace what is lovely (beautiful,
praiseworthy) (Ref. 3). Thus, Paul instructs Titus to be an example (pattern)
of good (beautiful) works that others may follow and embrace what is
praiseworthy.
Paul's instructions to Titus also apply to us. As Christians, we are to lead
others by being a good example. Jesus said, "Let your light shine before
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). Paul wrote to Timothy. "Let no
one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love,
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faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe" (1
Timothy 4:12). The Apostle Peter wrote, "Keep your behavior excellent
among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as
evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them,
glorify God in the day of visitation (1 Peter 2:12).
Keep in mind that as Christians we do not do good works in order to earn or
keep our salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). However, we are to be good examples
so others will praise (rather than slander) Christ. Our good example should
attract others to know and follow the Lord Jesus.
Teach with pure, uncorrupt motives. In Titus 2:7, the English words,
"In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds" are followed
by "with purity in doctrine." The two key words are purity and
doctrine. The Greek word for purity is aphtharsia, which means
incorruptibility, unable to experience deterioration (Ref. 4). The Greek
word for doctrine is didaskalia, which means instruction, teaching (Ref.
5). Didaskalia refers both to the function of teaching as well as to the
information which is taught (Ref. 5).
Paul instructs Titus not only that the content of his teaching must be
incorruptible, but also that his bearing and behavior as a teacher must be
incorruptible (Ref. 6). As Christians, we must be free from corruption (Ref.
7) and free from lower motives such as seeking popular applause (Ref. 8).
Exemplify sound speech that is beyond reproach so that the opponent
will have nothing bad to say about us. Paul's instruction is clear. As
Christians, our speech should be sound and beyond reproach. The Greek
word for sound is hugiés, which means healthy, well (in body), true (in
doctrine) (Strong's Concordance, Ref. 9).
Paul uses the Greek word logos for speech in Titus 2:8. Logos means
something said. Logos also can refer to a topic (subject of discourse), the
mental faculty of reasoning, and motives (Strong's Concordance, Ref. 10
below).
In summary, as followers of Christ, we are to have healthy reasoning and
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healthy speech. Our speaking, reasoning, teaching, motives, and doctrine
should be healthy, uncorrupt, and true.
Apply. As a Christian, do you exemplify sound speech that is beyond
reproach so that others will have nothing bad to say about you? How is your
speech helping or hindering your witness for Christ?
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The next lesson in this series will provide additional, Biblical attributes of
sound speech.
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